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Membership Bye-laws

Short Title

These bye-laws shall be called Membership Bye-laws of Confederation of NGOs of Rural India (CNRI).

Definitions and Interpretation

The words and expressions not defined herein shall have the same meaning as in the Memorandum of Association and Rules and Regulations of the Confederation.

a)The “Bye-laws”, shall mean the Membership Bye-laws of the society for the  time being.

b)      “Council” shall mean the Executive Council of the Society for the time being.

c)“Committee” shall mean any committee established by the council and includes a sub-committee.

d)      “Year” shall mean financial year commencing from 1st April of every year & ending with 31st March of the following year.

e)The masculine gender shall include the feminine gender and singular includes plural and vice-versa.

f)   “Member” shall mean the member of the society.

Eligibility for Membership

Ordinary Members
i)           A society registered under Societies Registration Act 1860 (including State amendments) or under laws of different States for the registration of charitable societies having a valid Registration Certificate on the date of application or a Company registered under Section 25 of the Companies Act 1956 or a public charitable trust is eligible to apply for the membership of the Confederation.

ii)          The applicant should be primarily working in rural areas.

iii)        The applicant should have at least one year of active working.

iv)        The applicant should have a Bank Account operational for a minimum period of one year.

v)         The applicant should have a minimum expenditure / income of Rs.50,000/-  in the immediately preceding financial year.

vi)        The applicant should not have been black-listed by any Government Department /Organisation/Local Authority.

Associate Members
i)           An individual, Company, Corporation, firm or any other organisation, and Societies/ trusts / Section 25 Companies, which are not eligible for the Ordinary membership can apply for the Associate Membership.

ii)          If the applicant is an individual, his/her age should be more than 18 years. 

Payment of Admission Fee

The following sums shall be payable for the time being by every person alongwith the application for membership, as admission fee to the Confederation.  

- Ordinary Members     Rs.    500/-

- Associate Members   Rs. 1,000/-

The amount payable as admission fee can be changed by the Council anytime without any prior notice.

c.       The subscribers to the memorandum shall also be required to pay the admission fee as applicable to their respective class of membership.

The Admission fee shall not be refundable unless the application for membership has been rejected by the Executive Council or a Committee constituted by it.

Payment of Annual Subscription

All the members shall pay the following sums as annual subscription in respect of each year of membership as applicable to their class of membership.

Ordinary Members                                                  Rs. 1,000/- per annum                                                  

Associate Members      

Individual and Partnership firms             Rs. 2,000/- per annum        Companies/Corporations/Societies/Trusts              Rs. 5,000/- per annum                                                  

· Full year’s annual subscription shall be payable irrespective of the date of admission to membership. 

· Annual subscription once paid shall not be refundable except in case where membership has been rejected by the Executive Council at the time of admission to membership. 

· Any member may pay in lump-sum at any point of time, ten times of the Annual Subscription then payable for his class of membership and shall be entitled to Life Membership  and be exempt from paying any further subscription thereafter, as long as he remains member of that class.

Procedure for Membership

· The applicant shall submit duly filled in application in Form 1-A/1-B, as the case may be, alongwith the  requisite enclosures and shall send the same to the Local / District Chapter.  

· The application shall be accompanied by a Pay Order / Demand Draft favouring ‘Confederation of NGOs of Rural India’ payable at New Delhi towards applicable Admission Fee and Annual Membership Fee.  No application shall be considered unless the applicant has sent with the application the applicable admission fee and Annual Membership Fee. 

· On receipt of the Application Forms by any Local / District Chapter, the same shall be forwarded to the State Chapter within a week’s time with its  comments. 

· On receipt of the Application Forms by a State Chapter, the same shall be forwarded to the Secretariat within a week’s time with its comments. 

· If any NGO’s application for membership is not forwarded by the Local / State Chapter, the applicant NGO will be free to approach the Secretariat and the Secretariat will take necessary steps for ensuring that the applicant NGO’s application for membership is  processed as per the rules of the Confederation and within a reasonable time. However, the Secretariat shall be free to accept directly any application for new membership or for renewal, as may be deemed fit. 

· The Secretariat shall prepare a list of all the applications received during the month and shall submit the same to the Screening Committee for scrutiny and recommendation. 

· All the applications received in the Secretariat after the date of last Executive Council meeting and which have been recommended by the Screening Committee shall be put up before the Executive Council for its consideration. 

· In case any application for membership is rejected, the Secretariat shall communicate the reasons for rejection to the applicant and shall also refund the admission fee and annual membership fee received with the application.

Commencement of Membership

When an application for membership has been accepted by the Council and Membership Certificate is issued, the applicant shall be deemed to have acquired all the rights and incurred all the obligations and liabilities of a member of a Society as laid down under the Rules and Regulations and these bye-laws.

Membership Certificate

The Council upon admission of a member shall issue a certificate of membership which shall be in Form 2-A, in case of Ordinary Members and 2-B in case of Associate Members. The Membership Certificate shall be signed by such  officials of the Confederation as may be authorised by the Executive Council and shall also bear the seal of the Confederation. The Certificate of Membership shall be the property of the Confederation and shall be returned to the Confederation upon cessation or termination of membership.

Due dates of payments

Annual Subscription shall become due on the 1st day of April each year and shall be payable within 3 months of its becoming due.

Mode of Payment

The admission fee and the annual subscription shall be paid by Pay Order or demand draft favouring ‘Confederation of NGOs of Rural India’, payable at New Delhi.

Register of Members

The Council shall maintain separate Register of Members in respect of each category of membership.  Separate listings in the Register shall be made for the Members in each State and District.  The Register of members shall be in Form 3.

Cessation of Membership

a.            A person shall cease to be a member of the Society:

i.             on tendering resignation in writing to the Council, or

ii.            on his death; or

iii.        in case of an institution or body corporate, on its winding up or dissolution; or

iv.        if he is found to be of unsound mind ; or 

v.          if he has applied to be adjudicated insolvent or is an un-discharged insolvent; or 

vi.   if he has been convicted by a Court or Tribunal of competent jurisdiction of any offence involving moral turpitude or other serious irregularities; or 

vii. if he or in case of a company or society or trust, any of the members of its Governing Body or Executive Committee or Board of Directors or Managing Committee, by whatever name called, is found to conduct himself in a manner unbecoming of a member of the Society by the Council or a disciplinary Committee, if any, constituted by the Council under the Bye-laws or otherwise; or 

viii.                        if he fails to pay the annual subscription, if any, within three months after it has fallen due.

ix.   if he or in case of a company or society or trust, any of the members of its Governing Body or Executive Committee or Board of Directors or Managing Committee, by whatever name called, intentionally does any act likely to injure the prestige and honour of the Society or fails to observe proper discipline in regard to the affairs of the Society. 

x.    if a member is black-listed by any Government Organisation / Department.

xi.   for any action by the member or in case of a company or society or trust, by any of the members of its Governing Body or Executive Committee or Board of Directors or Managing Committee, by whatever name called, which may be held by the Executive Council to be dishonest or contrary to the stated objects of the Society, or to the spirit and objects of the Society. 

b.         Opportunity shall be given to a member before expulsion from membership to represent his case to the Executive Council and expulsion shall be effective once it is approved by the Executive Council.

c.         In case of termination of membership of a member, such member shall be communicated the reasons for termination in writing. 

d.   The Council may at its sole discretion and on and subject to such terms and conditions as the Council may, in its sole discretion, consider appropriate, readmit any member whose membership has been terminated pursuant to this Rule.

Rights of Members

a.      Ordinary Members

The ordinary members of the society shall have the following rights:

i.           Every ordinary member of the society is entitled to receive notice of all the annual and special general meetings.

ii.         Every ordinary member of the society is entitled to participate in the Annual Conference of the Confederation. 

iii.        An ordinary member shall be entitled to elect the Local / District Chapter President and nominate him to the State Chapter in terms of Election Bye-laws of the Confederation.  However, a member who is in arrears of his subscription for a period exceeding three months shall not be so entitled.

b.      Associate Members

The Associate members of the society shall have the following rights:

i.           Every Associate Member shall be entitled to participate in the Annual Conference.

ii.         He shall also be entitled to participate in such other events and programmes on such concessional terms as may be decided by the Executive Council from time to time.        

However, no Associate Member shall be entitled to any voting rights at any meetings of the Confederation.

